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OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN

So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father
give good gifts to those who ask him. Matthew 7:11
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As we celebrated Father’s Day in thankfulness for Pete and
the awesome dad that he is to the Onglets, we are reminded
that even the best of dads on this earth will never match up
to our Heavenly Father - our Daddy in Heaven who delights
in giving good gifts to his children, all we have to do is ASK
and trust in his wisdom as we wait in expectation.

Jo’s journey thru depression

Pets are the best anti-depressants
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*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

LIFE

As you know, I (Jo) began struggling with depression towards the end of our
last term in Malawi. Some of you have asked how that’s going. It has been a
long journey but I’m pleased to report that things have been improving steadily
since our return to Malawi for our 2nd term. My experience with depression
taught me lots about myself and what I need to thrive living cross-culturally. As
an introvert, I learnt that living and serving cross-culturally means that I reach
my emotional limit much much quicker than living in Australia. I have learnt
where my emotional limits are, signs that I am reaching it, and how best to
recharge my ‘emotional batteries’ so that I can continue to serve my family and
the women in Tiyamike Sewing. Some days that means hiding away in the
bedroom with a big slice of cheesecake, a cuppa, a pet, and a good book! I am
thankful that God is never far even when we feel distant from Him at times like
these.
Looking back, I can also see how thickly I was in the midst of my depression
when we were on our ﬁrst Home Assignment in 2015. I found it a struggle to
juggle reverse culture-shock, the many social interactions whilst visiting
churches and friends, and helping the kids navigate Aussie schooling during
our 6-month stay. I know some friends felt let down by my lack of presence last
time and for that I apologise. I am optimistic and hopeful that our upcoming
Home Assignment (Dec17-March18) will be much better as I am in a better
mind space.
One of the things that has been a challenge here is ﬁnding a long term counsellor who is sympathetic to our work as Christian missionaries. But God never
fails us and often surprises us with answers to prayers. Last week, a customer
came to visit Tiyamike, and as we got chatting, it turns out that she is an Aussie
Christian counsellor who hasGenki
hadtook
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SEWING MINISTRY

Tiyamike Sewing celebrates 3 years!
With the help of a business loan kindly provided
by our friends in the USA, the ﬁrst class of
graduates was able to open their own Tiyamike
Tailoring shop at the local markets. Whilst they
still have a lot to learn in running a small
business, this is a good step towards independence as local tailors. Please pray that they will
have patience as the business establishes itself
in the community and that the women will not
lose heart when business is slow.
the graduates dancing and singing in celebration
In August, we were invited by the Malawi
government Ministry of Industry, Trade and
Tourism to showcase our Tiyamike products at the
Malawi International Tourism Expo in the
capital city of Lilongwe. Stellia and Chrissy were
sent to represent Tiyamike, along with Lawrence
our Tiyamike driver. The team did a great job and
there was much excitement as it was Stellia and
Chrissy’s ﬁrst time in the capital!

Jo giving a word of encouragement

the Malawian government
representative

We celebrated the 3rd birthday of Tiyamike
Sewing on 16th September. 3 years ago, ﬁve
women arrived in our garage to begin their ﬁrst
sewing lesson. Since then, Tiyamike has grown
by leaps and bounds as God continues to bless
this ministry. 29 women have come through our
program with another 10 about to begin their
sewing journey with us on 26th September.
There are days when things seem discouraging
and I (Jo) feel inadequate in my role as director,
but as we look back over the past three years, we
are reminded that it was God who made this
happen, and God who has kept the ministry
going, and it is God who will continue to provide
and grow it... and because of that, we say:
“TIYAMIKE (Let us give thanks)!”

SLC2017

For months, Pete, Jo and two other SIM colleagues have
been busy planning the SIM Malawi annual SLC (Spiritual
Life Conference). The time ﬁnally came at the end of July
where we got to try a new venue at Lake Malawi.
The theme for SLC this year was ‘The God Who Cares’ which
explored what the scriptures say about God’s heart for the
poor and needy. It was an encouraging as well as refreshing time as we met together with the team to study God’s
word whilst admiring His beautiful creation of Lake
Malawi. The Onglets had a blast playing with other SIM
Malawi kids, some of whom live far away from us.

EQUIP

Pete with the PBS international speakers

YOUTH MINISTRY

Equipping youth pastors to reach the emerging generation in Malawi was the focus of the recent Youth Pastors Book
Set Conference organised by Pete. This week-long conference was attended by 100 delegates from different denominations. Besides being resourced with a box of books on youth ministry, each delegate was equipped with wisdom from a
panel of international and local speakers. The conference also provided excellent opportunities to network with one
another and with 18 youth organisations invited to be part of the Ministry Expo during the conference. “The training
helped me to realise a lot of gaps in the youth ministry of our church”, one delegate said, and “one of the areas was the
lack of intentional discipleship programs for young people.” Please pray for churches to be intentional in disciple-making
among the emerging generation.

EMPOWER

Handing over the ropes to the youth to organise and run their
own youth camps is a bit like a game of ‘tug-of-war’. We want
to give them enough responsibility so that they feel empowered, but not too much that they fall under the strain of it. In
the past, the AEC National Youth Coordinator and Pete would
do much of the planning and running of youth camps, but
this year they have decided to give more ownership to the
youth. The result is multiplication! In August-Sept, we had ﬁve
youth camps run back to back with minimal hands-on
involvement from Pete. Empowering youth builds up their
conﬁdence and their skills. Next year, the plan is for 12 youth
camps! Pray for Pete and Macdonald as they coach the youth
leaders to do this.
Gift being baptised

God connects people

Pete with Witness after his farewell at church

Sometimes God connects people in the most
unexpected ways! When we were at Lake Malawi
during the school holidays, Jo took a photo of this
kid with an Aussie school jumper and decided to
email it to the school when we got back. The school
principal promptly replied to say that she is also a
Christian and was blown away that a jumper from
her school had made it all the way to Malawi!! She
was very interested in our work and immediately
expressed a desire to support us. She even put the
picture in their school newsletter and made a writing
competition for the kids to take part in. Furthermore,
she decided to sponsor one of the Tiyamike Sewing
women to learn.... and it just so happens that Jo was
praying for ONE last sponsor for the upcoming class!

ONGLETS
After eight glorious weeks of school holidays, the kids were
ﬁnally back at school to begin a new school year. Teaghan is
now in Year 6, Lucas in Year 4, and Caycay in Year 2.

Teaghan’s flute recital

Catching tadpoles at the river

Onglets and Zuzes (our groundskeeper’s kids) enjoyed riding their
bikes around the neighbourhood

Caycay with one of our new bunnies

Lucas loved making new friends on our family break at Lake Malawi

Onglets’ first day of school
Teaghan - Year 6
Lucas - Year 4
Caycay - Year 2
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We will be departing Malawi on 6th Dec for our 2nd
HOME ASSIGNMENT and are currently looking for
accommodation/house-sitting for our time in Sydney
(Jan-March 2018) as well as the use of an automatic
car. Please let us know if you can help! Also if you’d
like us to share at your church while we’re in Sydney,
please send us a message!

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Phil 4:6 NLT

Give thanks for God’s continual goodness in guiding
Jo out of depression.
Praise God the many new developments in Tiyamike
Sewing.
Give thanks that PBS went very well with participants
pumped to make a difference in the lives of youth in
Malawi.
Praise God for youth camps
Give thanks that school holidays have come to an end
(haha - Jo) and for a new school year for the Onglets.

Pray for the new women’s sewing class as they begin their
sewing journey with us and for the expansion of Tiyamike
that God will provide us with a new place to grow the
ministry in his time.
Pray for the participants of PBS that God may strengthen
and empower them as they seek to make changes in their
churches in order to better reach the youth.
Pray for our preparations for home assignment. Jo needs
to train up the Tiyamike staff to keep the work going in her
absence and we need to pack up house.
Pray that the Onglets will have a good year at school.
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