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BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” - Revelation 21:5
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The start of each new year often brings about a renewed sense of
purpose for many people. For some, it’s a time to make resolutions
to improve upon the previous year or to strive towards a new
personal goal. According to a book, to “begin with the end in
mind” is one of seven habits of highly effective people. It should be
the habit of every Christian too! Perhaps, one way to put it would be
“to live with the End in mind.” The whole of human history is
heading towards this end goal of “New Creation”, where God will
make all things new, and bring it under the Lordship of Jesus (Eph
1:10). Let us begin this new year with this end in mind, and seek to
live as “foretastes” of this glorious future to come.

Celebrating Our Cultures

As Chinese Australians, we had a busy week in January
when Australia Day and Chinese New Year fell in the same
week! We enjoyed homemade meat pie and lamington
cupcakes on Australia day and celebrated Chinese New Year
with our missionary friends. We also took the opportunity to
share about Chinese new year with the kids at the Onglets’
school. Their friends enjoyed learning about the legend of
Chinese new year, how to use chopsticks, and even how to
write Chinese characters.

Welcome Kondwani
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There are now seven kids living on our property with
the arrival of Margaret’s (our groundskeeper’s wife and
our househelper) 6-year-old nephew Kondwani whose
Mum (Margaret’s sister) died recently leaving behind
Kondwani and his baby sister. Margaret’s other sister
had been caring for the two kids but can no longer care
for both. Kondwani’s dad left to work in South Africa
soon after his wife’s death. Kondwani is used to living
in the village so is slowly adjusting to life here in the
city with his new family. Please pray as he continues to
settle in and pray for the Onglets and Zuze kids that
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L-R: Lucas, Teaghan, Elijah, Caycay, Kondwani, Francis, and Rachel
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*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

New year, New Teacher, New Class, New Wheels

We welcomed our pastor’s wife Jenny to the Tiyamike
teaching team and said bid a sad farewell to Memory, who is
relocating with her husband and family (see youth news on
next page) to church plant in another town. Please pray for
Stellia as she continues to head up the teaching team in the
midst of changes.

We go through many metres of fabric a year at Tiyamike as
the ladies learn to sew. In Malawi, it is common for churches,
companies, and organisations to have custom printed
chitenje (Malawian fabric) which help foster a sense of
belonging and identity. We would dearly love to have some
Tiyamike Sewing chitenje printed, especially in time for the
women to make their graduation outﬁts for June! The
minimum quantity for printing is 2000m which is around
AUD$4000. This will cover most of our material use for the
next few years of Tiyamike Sewing. So far we already have
approximately $700 in our budget for fabric, but are still
lacking the remaining $3300, so if you would like to make a
once off donation towards the cost, we’d love to hear from
you!
Pastors seminar on the discipleship of girls

neXGen youth leadership music conference

SEWING MINISTRY

The Tiyamike Sewing teaching team Stellia, Jenny, and Memory

God put it on our hearts to open a new class in
Feb for vulnerable teenage girls. After discussions with missionary friends as well as the
crisis counselling centre at the local hospital,
we were able to identify ten girls who would
beneﬁt from our sewing program. These girls
are struggling to ﬁnd their feet after traumatic
events in life such as rape with a resulting
pregnancy, sickness, being orphaned,
unplanned pregnancy, and contracting HIV.
This new class runs on Thursday and Friday,
taught by teachers Stellia and Jenny under the
guidance of Jo. The teachers report that the
girls are fast learners and are doing very well!

Adding a new class means an increase in transport costs.
After adjusting our budget, we were surprised to ﬁnd that
the cost for the two classes to arrive by local minibus is
equivalent to that of half a minibus! God must’ve known,
because in that same week, missionary friends put their
ministry minibus up for sale. With many more years of
Tiyamike Sewing in mind, we decided to buy the minibus
and put the budgeted transport cost towards paying it off.
We have hired Lawrence, a brother-in-Christ looking for
work, to drive the bus.

Praying for the nations at National Youth Camp 2016

The year started off with a Prayer and Planning Retreat for the
key AEC youth leaders. Pete invited fellow Aussie, Tim
Hawkins - who has over 40 years’ experience in youth
ministry - to come over from South Africa to teach the leaders
about disciple-making in youth ministry, and to challenge
them to be leaders after God’s own heart. Tim’s books had
been a great inﬂuence on Pete’s thinking about youth
ministry in his earlier years back in Sydney. It was a privilege
for Pete to have worked with Tim in person! Please pray for
all AEC youth leaders to be growing disciples of Jesus and to
be making disciples for Jesus among the youth in their local
areas.

Saying Goodbye

It is with great sadness that we will be farewelling our
good friends Pastor Chisoni Bridge and his wife Memory
at the end of February, as they move away to do churchplanting in a town called Zomba (about 1.5hrs away).
Pete has been working closely with Chisoni in the youth
ministry over the past 3.5 years running numerous
youth camps and youth leadership trainings together,
and pouring their lives into developing youth leaders in
the AEC. Memory is also one of Jo’s sewing teachers for
Tiyamike. They will be sorely missed but we know that
God will continue to do great things through them.
Please pray for the Bridge family as they pack up and
move at the end of the month, and for our friendship to
continue into the future.

Reﬂecting

YOUTH MINISTRY

Disciple-making

A few years ago, SIM started the process of reviewing
its Purpose and Mission statement to address the
question of “why does SIM exist?”. After much
reﬂection and consultation within SIM, the following
purpose statement was adopted:
“Convinced that no one should live and die
without hearing God's good news, we believe that He
has called us to make disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ in communities where He is least known.”
Pete has been reﬂecting on how this would look like
on the ground in youth ministry. Over the past 3.5
years, Pete has been focusing primarily in building
the church’s capacity to undertake effective disciplemaking youth ministry in the AEC. While he will
continue to do this, his focus will be turning towards
reaching youth in communities where Jesus is least
known. Please pray for Pete as he seeks to do this,
and for an upcoming visit with an AEC pastor to a
group of Christian youth living in a predominately
M*slim area by Lake Malawi (about 5 hrs away), to
explore ways of partnering with them to reach the
youth in their community.

ONGLETS
TEN years of Teaghan!

JESUS JAR

Teaghan celebrated
her 10th birthday
with a pug themed
sleepover party
with her best
friends. The
Tiyamike Sewing
ladies helped by
sewing toy pugs,
bags, buntings, and
matching PJ shorts
for all her friends.
We are so thankful
for our ﬁrst born
and the beautiful
person she is both
inside and out.

Thanks to your contribution towards our
Jesus Jar, we were able to help Timothy last
month when he broke his ankle and needed
several hospital visits. His mum Dyna is very
grateful for the help. Thank YOU!
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LOOKING AHEAD

Pete visits Lakeshore area to explore youth
outreach opportunities
Pete preaches at Nansadi (church plant)
Pete’s birthday
Lucas’ birthday

April
23

Pete preaches at Bangwe church (home church)

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Phil 4:6 NLT

Give thanks that we can celebrate with the Onglets
the many cultures that make up who we are
Praise God for the new girls sewing class, new
teacher, and new minibus for Tiyamike Sewing.
Give thanks for the safe arrival of Kondwani
Praise God for Tim Hawkin’s visit and successful youth
leadership Prayer and Planning Retreat
Give thanks for the Bridge family and their heart to
plant a new church in a new town.
Praise God for ten years of Teaghan!

Pray for Kondwani as he continues to settle.
Pray the continual growth of Tiyamike Sewing, that God
may provide the necessary funding we need.
Pray for the new girls class that they may grow in their
confidence in themselves through learning to sew.
Pray the Bridge family as they adjust to life in Zomba and
as they begin to make friends and start a church.
Pray for Teaghan that she will continue to grow in her
understand of God and his love for her.
Pray for Timothy that his ankle will continue to heal.
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