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MOVEMENT FROM THE MARGINS
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the
things that are…” – 1 Corinthians 1:27-28
Everyone loves an “underdog” story where the losers become the
winners. In the Bible, we read of a God who loves the “underdog”.
He chose a nation of slaves to become his treasured possession.
He turned a shepherd boy into a king. He chose a band of fishermen and misfits to change the world! Often God moves from the
margins, and not from the worldly centres of power. Our confidence lies not in systems, structures and methods, but in a God
who has conquered kingdoms through the Cross.

Goodbye dear friends

When we celebrated Chinese New Year with the Voight family in February

One of the hardest parts of being a missionary is the constant goodbyes we say
to friends we make on the ﬁeld. We have had many short termers come and go
but when a long term missionary friend leaves, the loss is more deeply felt. Our
dear friends Luke and Becca Voight who has led the Sports Friends ministry
here in Malawi for the past 6 years will soon be leaving Malawi to return to the
States to follow God’s calling on a new ministry working with refugees. Becca is
Jo’s best friend here in Malawi and Pete meets up regularly with Luke for
encouragement. We will miss them dearly and the Onglets will miss playing
with their two kids Lyzee and Zeke. Please be praying for this amazing family as
they readjust to life in the USA and begin a new ministry.

Visitors!

We took Rachel to visit some of our sewing graduates at their homes to see how their tailoring businesses are going

Rachel trying nsima after church

LIFE

We recently had a visit from our friend and
missions support Rachel whom we ﬁrst met in
Australia when we attended the same church.
Since then we have moved to Malawi and she
to the USA. Whilst on a work trip to Kenya,
Rachel made a special trip to come see us and
our ministries in Malawi. We enjoyed taking
her around and showing her what life is like for
us here. It was an eye-opener for her and our
friends enjoyed having her visit! A few weeks
after, we were also blessed with a brief visit
from our friend and a former pastor from our
church in Sydney. Kevin now works for the Far
to the to
East Broadcasting CorporationGenki
andtook
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FEBC ministry opportunities in Malawi.

It was nice to catch up with Kevin

SIM Australia PO Box 42 Penshurst 2222 www.sim.org.au (02) 9580 1422
SIM Malawi PO Box 136 Blantyre, Malawi malawi.sim.org
*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

For weeks, the women’s ‘Class of 2017’ has
been working tirelessly to prepare for their big
Graduation Day, sewing their dresses, outﬁts
for our family, and products to sell on the day.
Saturday 24th June brought with it strong
winds which blew down our signs. Lucas
promptly prayed and the wind died down
soon after. The graduates arrived on the
Tiyamike Sewing school bus all decked out in
their dresses made with the Tiyamike fabric. A
few had even donned special straight-haired
wigs for the occasion! The seats were soon
ﬁlled with guests: SIM missionaries, friends,
customers, families of the graduates, pastors,
and even a representative from the Malawi
Government Ministry of Trade, Works, and
Tourism. All in all, it was an amazing day as
we celebrated the awesome achievement of
these incredibly strong and resilient women.
So what now?
Now that the women have graduated, they
will begin coming to receive work every
Wed....this is not mandatory and entirely up
to them if they want to take up this opportunity. But it allows Jo to follow them up on their
progress and continue to informally teach
them new skills by customising work according to their developing abilities. It also allows
them time to slowly get their businesses up
and running without forgetting what they've
learnt in the meantime. Work includes special
orders from customers, clothing, toys, and
products to sell in our Tiyamike garage shop
so raise funds to support the ministry. Once
they reach a certain standard, they will wean
off work from us and the plan is that they will
form their own local sewing co-op and bid for
work from the government (we're working
with the government on helping the women
to form co-ops). We are also considering
opening a 'shop' at the local markets where
the women will take turns manning the shop
and take orders from locals. Our model is that
we do not want them to be reliant on work
from us or from foreigners in the long run and
to be self-sustaining, but this takes time and
lots of guidance and follow-up after the ﬁrst
step of formal learning.

The graduates dancing and singing in celebration
Jo giving a word of encouragement

The Malawian government
representative
The Malawian tradition of ‘perekani perekani’ where
guests dance to the front to give/throw money

Ellen, who came first in the class, with teachers
Stellia and Jenny
Machines ready to go to their
new homes

The graduates’ shops grand opening!

Please continue to pray for the Class of 2017,
as the now forge their own way in building up
their tailoring businesses from home.
Photos by Ian and Lindsay Farrimond, and Angie Knight

Pastors seminar on the discipleship of girls

SEWING MINISTRY

CLASS OF 2017 TIYAMIKE GRADUATION

The graduates’ with their sewing machines

Youth Camp Appeal

Vocational Internship Program
Gift interviewing Jo about the work of Tiyamike Sewing

Gift being baptised

Recently, Gift completed his 3-month
internship program. He was one of two
unemployed youth from our church selected
for the program. Gift chose to do journalism
and was mentored by our SIM Malawi
Communications Coordinator. Gift said “The
best part of the internship program was the
practical work like the ﬁlming and editing.”
During this period, Gift also got baptised at a
church camp. He said “I got baptised because
I chose the Lord almighty to be my saviour.”
The internship program provides a good
platform for discipleship. Pete plans to run
another youth vocational discipleship
program in 2018 for unemployed youth.

Pete met Witness at a youth camp about 4
years ago. Back then, Witness had just
ﬁnished secondary school and was open to
the possibility of serving God cross-culturally.
Today, Witness has just graduated from Bible
college, and will be assisting in church
planting in the Lakeshore area. We will miss
Witness as he has been one of our Kids Bible
Club leaders, and also served as a pastoral
intern at our church. But we look forward to
working with him as he reaches out to young
people in the Lakeshore.

Pete with Witness after his farewell at church

God is Moving

Allan explaining the Gospel using Two Ways To Live

The moving truck stuck in the mud

YOUTH MINISTRY

THANK YOU to those who have responded to this appeal. We
are almost half way! For AU$15 you can send a youth to camp
to hear the Word of God taught. We need another 200 people
to give AU$15 each to meet our target by end of July. Invest in
the spiritual growth of someone. Donate online:
http://www.sim.org.au/Donate/Project/UncategorisedProjects/Youth-Ministry-Capacity-Building

Moving On

Allan raised his hand and came forward to explain the
gospel to the class using the ‘Two Ways to Live’ pictures. Allan
was a M*slim young man who turned to Christ at the end of
last year. He was one out of many youths from M*slim
backgrounds who attended a gospel training conducted by
Pete recently. This group of 60 youths from the Lakeshore area
not only turned up an hour early for the training, but had also
invited some of their M*slim friends to attend. The group
leaders - Chris and Ivy (Malawian couple) – were able to
follow up the 11 M*slim youths who came and lead some of
them to Christ. They are doing an amazing job making
disciples among the M*slim youth in the Lakeshore. God is
moving from the margins.

ONGLETS
Teaghan says...

This month we have done so much! Our goats had two new
goats that were added to our huge pets collection, welcoming
Brownie and Liquorice. We also have four baby bunnies arrive
as well! Their names are Marsh and Mellow (both brown),
Smooshie (white) and Charcoal (grey)!
We have ﬁnished our school year and we are now going on to
new classes! I am going to year 6 (Yay!), Lucas is going to year
4 and Caycay is going to year 2! My new teacher will be called
Mr Liles and he is going to be a great teacher! Also talking
about school, I had my ﬂute recital and it went perfectly. Apart
from feeling a little bit scared, it was fun!. I am so glad I have
found someone to teach me and help me learn a new skill! I
have made an improvement and am moving on!

We took Tenson out to dinner to celebrate his 18th birthday

Teaghan’s flute recital

Lucas with the women who sewed his shirt

Fidget spinners have arrived in Malawi!

Our new baby goats

Caycay with one of our new bunnies

Caycay’s 6th birthday party

LOOKING AHEAD
July
3-16
5
6-8
9
10-13
24-29

Tiyamike Sewing break
Onglets’ last day of school year
Youth Leaders Prayer & Planning Retreat
Our friends (the Voights) leave Malawi
Family break at Lake Malawi
SIM Malawi Annual Spiritual Life Conference

August
1-6
8-13
15-20
29-3/9

Youth Camp x 2 (Southern region)
Youth Camp (Southern region)
Youth Camp (Central region)
Youth Camp (Northern region)

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Phil 4:6 NLT

Give thanks for blessing us with the friendship of the
Voight family. We will miss them dearly.
Praise God for encouraging visits from friends
Give thanks for the Tiyamike Sewing graduation
Praise God that we are half way to our goal in the
Youth Camp Appeal
Give thanks that God is moving in the lives of youth
like Witness, Gift, and Allan.
Give thanks for another successful school year for
Teaghan, Lucas, Caycay, and Tenson.

Pray for the Voight family as they transition to life in the US.
Pray for the new Tiyamike graduates as they begin their
home tailoring business that God will give them work.
Pray for Witness, Gift, and Allan that they may continue to
grow in their love for their Saviour.
Pray for MacDonald Chiutale as he leads the five consecutive youth camps in August-September.
Pray for the Youth Leaders Prayer & Planning Retreat.
Pray for a time of spiritual refreshment at our SIM Malawi
annual conference.
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