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Genki took us to the 
Wanderers 
Clubhouse to see the 
Carlsberg Cup 

PRAYER WRESTLER
"Epaphras... He is always wrestling in prayer for you, 
that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature 
and fully assured." - Colossians 4:12

We are truly into 2018! Christmas and New Year celebra-
tions are now a distant memory. As we forge ahead into this 
year, let us cultivate the habit of wrestling in prayer for one 
another that we may stand firm in all of God's will, mature 
and fully assured of what we have in Christ. Please continue 
to wrestle in prayer for us, and God's Work in Malawi.

LIFE 

We enjoyed a refreshing two-week family break in Jo’s 
birth country of Hong Kong. It was lovely to catch up 
with relatives and friends and do touristy things like 
visiting Disneyland HK and the Hong Kong Museum 
of History. 

Now we are onto the main focus of our time: connect-
ing with supporters in Sydney. This Home Assignment 
has been very different to our last one in 2015/16. This 
time we are in Sydney for only 3 months and staying 
with Jo’s mum and brother rather than having our own 
space. Despite it being a shorter trip, we have enjoying 
more freedom in our schedule as Pete is not busy 
completing a Masters theological degree and the kids 
are not going to school this time.

We are loving catching up with long-time friends and 
sharing with supporters and churches the awesome 
things God has been doing in Malawi. We have been 
blown away by the generosity of those who are keen to 
see God’s work continue to flourish in Malawi. 

However, we are now already halfway through our 
time in Sydney and this family of introverts are feeling 
tired. Please pray for emotional refreshment for the 
2nd half as there are still a lot of people we want to 
see!

RECONNECTING
Pete preaching at one of our supporting churches

The Onglets helping sell Tiyamike products
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In Jo’s absence, Stellia (head teacher and acting director) has been doing an amazing job keeping Tiyamike Sewing 
running. It has not been easy for her as the Tiyamike shop was broken into over the Christmas break and a much-
needed $400 was stolen. We, along with the staff, were all shocked and disheartened by the break-in. Despite the 
police’s efforts in interviewing a number of people, no one was arrested.  Despite the set back, Stellia, along with 
assistant teacher Ellen, continues to faithfully teach the women’s class and reports that the women are learning well.

God continues to open doors for the sewing ministry! A few weeks ago, Tiyamike was invited by the Malawian govern-
ment to attend a Ministry of Tourism and Trade event to welcome an EU ambassador who supports the empowerment of 
women in Malawi. Stellia and Lawrence (Tiyamike driver and operations assistant) attended the event and took the 
initiative to set up a small stall selling our products and the EU ambassador bought one of our giraffes!

Please keep Stellia and Lawrence in your prayers as they continue to manage the sewing ministry while we are away. 
Please pray for protection over the ministry, the staff, and the property.

FIRST EVER GIRLS CAMP
After months of planning by Pete and Macdonald (AEC National 
Youth Coordinator), the inaugural AEC Girls Camp finally took place 
at the Lakeshore area in the week leading up to Christmas. But why 
have a camp especially for adolescent girls? In Malawian traditional 
culture, it is common for adolescent girls to attend 'Initiation 
Camps' where they are taught about what it means to be a woman 
according to cultural expectations. Some of these initiation practices 
are contrary to God's ways, and often put the health and well-being 
of the girls at risk.  That's why it was important for the church to 
come up with a camp that taught about the rites of passage to 
womanhood from God's perspective. The camp helped the 30 
adolescence girls who attended to understand their identity in 
Christ, what it means to be a woman of God, and practical issues 
relating to menstrual hygiene and education/career guidance. As 
part of the camp, each girl received Sanitary Kits made by  the 
Tiyamike Sewing girls and women, each kit contains three reusable 
pads, a pair of underpants and instructions on how to use them. A 
special thanks to the donors who gave generously towards the 
materials and the making of the reusable pads.  The Girls Camp will 
be an annual feature of the youth ministry calendar, and it is part of 
our strategy to disciple girls and empower them to make a differ-
ence in their communities. Please continue to pray and support this 
vital ministry.

TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE and SUSTAINABILITY

Stellia sent me this photo of the women after they’d 
finished sewing their skirts

Tiyamike Sewing at the Malawian government event to welcome the EU ambassador

One of the Tiyamike Sewing girls sewing reusable pads

First girls youth camp



Give thanks for a refreshing family break in Hong 
Kong and for the chance to catch up with relatives.
Praise God that Tiyamike continues to run well 
without us and that Stellia is doing a great job.
Give thanks for time of reconnecting with family 
and friends in Sydney.
Praise God for encouraging responses from sup-
porters and churches.
Give thanks that the first youth girls camp went 
well.

Pray for strength and emotional energy for the remain-
der of our time in Sydney as we continue to meet with 
friends and supporters.
Pray for Stellia and Lawrence as they keep Tiyamike 
running.
Pray for the girls of Malawi that they’d be empowered 
to live for Christ despite cultural expectations.
Pray for health - Teaghan’s eczema has flared up in 
Australia and Jo has been coming out in mysterious 
hives.

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
Phil 4:6 NLT

Email: support@ongsinmalawi.com   Facebook: ‘Ongs in Malawi’   Website: www.ongsinmalawi.com
Postal Address: PO Box 136, Blantyre, Malawi AFRICA    WhatsApp:  +265 996029664 (Pete) 

ONGLETS

HOME ASSIGNMENT 
February
8 Pete & Jo’s wedding anniversary
11 Waitara Anglican (4x services)
18 Central Baptist (3x services)
23 Teaghan’s 11th birthday
25 Dural Baptist 

March
4 GCCC Kogarah (3x sharings)
11 Grace Anglican
18 DBC commissioning service
20 Depart for Singapore
23 Pete’s 40th birthday
25 Lucas’ 9th birthday 

April
4 Depart Singapore for Malawi
5 Arrive in Malawi
9 Onglets back at school

#OngletsHeritageTour
It was great for the Onglets to be immersed in the Chinese culture for two 
weeks and learn more about their heritage - something that is hard to come 
by in Malawi. They finally got the hang of using chopsticks! 

Because Malawi is still growing in their understanding of the global diversity 
of race and the negative comments we attract, the Onglets can often be made 
to feel inferior. We want our kids to grow up feeling proud of all three of the 
cultures that make up who they are - Chinese, Australian, and Malawian, 
because that is part of their life story.  We try our best to teach the Onglets 
about their Chinese heritage but that can sometimes be a challenge given we 
ourselves grew up in Australia but thanks to Google we have learnt a lot 
together as a family about our rich Chinese roots. Visiting Hong Kong is 
always an enriching experience for the Onglets to see, feel, hear, smell, and 
taste the culture that we talk so much about.

Despite missing friends and home in Malawi, the Onglets are enjoying being 
in Australia and to be able to spend precious time with grandparents and 
uncles and do things that we can’t do in Malawi like buy ice cream from the 
ice cream truck!

We are looking forward to completing the #OngletsHeritageTour when we 
visit Pete’s birth country of Singapore after our time in Sydney.

Lucas loved having noodles for breakfast in HK The perks of being a Chinese kid!

Trying coconut juice in HK

The ice cream truck that comes every other week


