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   Singapore
   It has been a busy 3 months of reconnecting with supporters in  
   Sydney. The Onglets had done so well during our home assign  
   ment coming along to all our speaking engagements, playing   
        quietly in the corner while we presented or chatted with adults, now  
     it was time for them to have Mum and Dad all to themselves without  
  having to share!
On our way back to Malawi, we stopped over in Singapore for a two-week 
holiday. Whilst there, we celebrated Pete’s 40th birthday with a memorable trip to 
the hospital where he was born as a preemie. We even got to meet one of the 
founding nuns who was working there when Pete was born!  We also had the privi-
lege of attending the wedding of one of Pete’s cousins, it was a special time of 
catching up with Ongs from around the world. Then came the day Lucas had been 
waiting for... his 9th birthday in Legoland, Malaysia! Lucas had a fabulous day ending 
with a giant legoman singing happy birthday to him over dessert.
We are so thankful for our little family break in Singapore to recharge our batteries 
before going home and starting work again.

Stories Belongingof

Where do we belong?
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
Philippians 3:20 (NIV)

As followers of Jesus, our identity and sense of belong-
ing is tied up with who Jesus is and what He has done 
for us. Our citizenship is in heaven. We will always be 
foreigners and strangers in this world, for we are called 
to live differently to the world. We look forward to our 
true heavenly home, but we are not home yet. In the 
meantime, we seek to live as God has called us in our 
earthly homes and to point others to our Saviour.
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At the NICU ward at the 
hospital where Pete was born

T and L enjoyed their first
roller coaster experience Family wedding 



HOME ASSIGNMENT REFLECTIONS

Despite it being a busy three months in Sydney, we have found this past home 
assignment to be extremely encouraging and uplifting. Thank you to all who had 
us over for meals, chatted with us, and encouraged us. It was lovely to reconnect 
with long-time supporters as well as meet new ones.  Our hearts are full to over-
flowing! 

As you know, we tried a shorter term (24 months) and shorter home assignment (3 
months) this time to see how that would suit our family.  We felt that it worked well 
for us as the kids only had to take a term off school while Jo caught them up on 
school work. It also worked well for Tiyamike. Being director, it is hard for Jo to be 
away for long periods, but the staff did well running the show despite a few chal-
lenges. However, we did have a very full schedule as we had to fit all our speaking 
and social engagements into a short period of time which left little time for ‘intro-
verting’. This was made especially hard as we didn’t have our own space. Whilst 
living with family had its advantages, we have decided that it would be better for 
us next time to find our own place  so we can better recharge in between speaking 
engagements.

Our farewell and commissioning



Leaving home, RETURNING HOME
Whilst it was great to visit family and friends back in Sydney, it was with much joy 
that we returned to the place we now call ‘home’ - the place where we as a family 
have set up ‘home’ as well as the routines, friends, traditions, and pets that come 
with it. This has been especially true for the Onglets who have lived most of their 
lives here in Malawi. Despite the excitement of visiting Hong Kong, Australia, and 
Singapore, it is here in Malawi that they have formed deep friendships and it is 
here they feel most themselves. Since being back, they have been spending a lot 
of their time playing outside with the Zuze kids, introducing them to new games 
we’d brought back and inventing new ones using sticks and stones.

As for the parents, it has not been as easy! Don’t worry, we’re fine, but there is just 
a number of things that need to be fixed around the house. Our dryer has broken, 
car rego and insurance need renewing, our car broke down a couple of times, 
broken window needs replacing, dirty cupboards need cleaning, etc. 

Meeting our week-old piglets Celebrating Fed-April birthdays

Reunited with our pugs! New games

Teaghan with her best friend Cleaning out our cupboards Jo went nuts with the labeller

On our front door



NEW TERM
As we begin a new term, we have begun to prayer-
fully consider changes to make sure that we, our kids, 
and our ministries thrive over the next 2 years.  
Please pray as we implement these changes.

Last Sunday, we stayed home and did ‘Home Church’ 
as we didn‘t feel ready to dive straight into the 3-4 
hour local church experience. Pete led the family in 
looking through Proverbs 3:1-12 as we discussed six 
things to help us thrive this term. Please pray as we 
head into a new term with these things in mind.
 1. Keep God’s word in our hearts.
 2. Be loving and faithful to God and others.
 3. Trust in God.
 4. Do not trust in our own wisdom.
 5. Honour God with our resources.
 6. Accept God’s discipline.

CHURCH We plan to continue attending the Ma-
lawian church we have been a part of for the past 5.5 
years. However, it is hard to be fed spiritually when 
everything is in Chichewa. We plan to spend time 
listening to English talks and podcasts for feeding. 
Please pray that this will nourish our spirits.

RECHARGE PLAN To prevent burnout with our full 
workload, we are planning in regular weekends away 
to recharge as a family. Please pray that the busy-
ness of life won’t crowd out these times to 
recharge.

YOUTH Pete plans to invest more time mentoring 
key youth leaders and growing a strong youth minis-
try team. Please pray for growth in the key youth 
leaders.

TIYAMIKE Jo plans to invite more graduates to join 
the teaching team while increasing the responsibili-
ties of existing staff. This is another exciting step 
towards independence and sustainability. Please 
pray for Jo as she directs and guides this change 
and for the staff that they will learn quickly.

ministry
PROVERBS 3:1-12
My son, do not forget my teach-
ing, but keep my commands in 
your heart, for they will prolong 
your life many years and bring 
you peace and prosperity. Let 
love and faithfulness never leave 
you; bind them around your 
neck, write them on the tablet of 
your heart. Then you will win 
favor and a good name in the 
sight of God and man. Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own under-
standing;  in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your 
paths straight. Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; fear the Lord and 
shun evil.  This will bring health 
to your body and nourishment to 
your bones. Honor the Lord with 
your wealth, with the �rstfruits of 
all your crops;  then your barns 
will be �lled to over�owing, and 
your vats will brim over with new 
wine. My son, do not despise the 
Lord’s discipline, and do not 
resent his rebuke,  because the 
Lord disciplines those he loves, as 
a father the son he delights in.

NURSERY SCHOOL After 
further consultations with 
field leaders, we will com-
mence building of the 
school and training of teach-
ers.  Please pray as we 
continue the dialogue with 
field leaders.
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Pete
Please pray as Pete shoulders a 
lot of the responsibility of 
maintaining our house and 
resources - sorting out car 
regos/ insurance, getting 
things fixed, etc.

Jo
While I am so glad to be back, I 
am finding it a little harder than 
expected to settle back into the 
culture here. Please pray for 
extra social-energy for all the 
‘peopling’ needed.

Teaghan
Please pray as Teaghan 
settles back into school 
having missed a term of 
year 6 work.

Lucas
Lucas is finding it a bit scary 
to be sleeping in his own 
room after sharing a room 
with his sisters for the past 
few months.

Caycay
Caycay is a bit worried 
about settling back into 
school and worried that her 
friends won’t play with her.

ministry

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 1John 5:14

praise

prayer

COMING up

GIVE THANKS for a time of refreshment in Singapore.
PRAISE GOD that we arrived safely with all ten pieces of our 
checked-in luggage + five pieces of hand luggage!
THANK GOD that the Onglets have settled in well, despite a 
few issues readjusting to sleeping in their own rooms.
GIVE THANKS that, despite things that need fixing, our house 
has been kept safe and well-maintained.
PRAISE GOD for a new term and the new and exciting things 
ahead!

APRIL
17 Onglets back to schoo
 Jo and Pete return to ministry
20 Teaghan’s 11th birthday party

MAY
4 Caycay’s 7th birthday party
5 Caycay’s 7th birthday
 Tiyamike Sewing at school fair
11-13 Family time weekend away
18 Lucas 9th birthday party

CONNECT With US
Email: support@ongsinmalawi.com
Facebook: ‘Ongs in Malawi’   
Website: www.ongsinmalawi.com
WhatsApp:  +265 996029664 (Pete)
Postal Address: PO Box 136
   Blantyre, Malawi
   AFRICA


