
stories of bel     ingong
Newsletter of the Ongs serving in Malawi ISSUE 16 August 2013

SIM Australia PO Box 42 Penshurst 2222       SIM Malawi PO Box 136 Blantyre, Malawi      
malawi.sim.org

*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

Treasures in jars of clay
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV)
The Apostle Paul despite the hardships he faced in ministry held 
onto his treasure – the gospel of Christ – for which he gave up his 
life for so that others may also have this treasure. We are amazed 
that God would choose to place His treasure in weak earthen 
vessels like us. But we know that it is through the cracks of our 
imperfections that “his all-surpassing power” shines through. 
Therefore we do not loose heart!

Southern Region Youth Camp
Pete was down at the Southern Region Youth Camp on the 7-11th August 
with over 800 youth! The theme was “Banja La Mulungu – Kukhala ndi Kuchita” 
(The Family of God – Being and Doing). Pete was one of the organisers, and he  
gave a talk on “the Mission of God’s family” and also ran a seminar on “Youth 
Choir Discipleship Groups.” The youth loved the camp so much that they have 
requested that the camp be longer next year. Praise God that many youths 
gave their lives to follow Christ after Pastor Chisoni Bridge gave his opening 
talk on “Adoption into God’s Family.” Please pray for effective follow-up of 
these new believers and those who made recommitments. For full report see 
http://ongsgreatadventure.webs.com/apps/blog/

Pottery painting at Nkhotakhota

SEPTEMBER
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 - southern areas (P)

Zuze family to join Ong family

God has blessed us with a lovely home and we want to use it to bless others. After much prayer, we felt led to invite 
Dickson and his family to live on our property (in the two ‘workers rooms’). This will be of mutual benefit to both his 
family and ours. For us, with Pete going away more this year, it will be great to have someone else on the property when 
Jo and the kids are home alone. His kids are similar ages to ours so it will be an great cultural experience for our kids. 
For the Zuze family, this will be the first time they will have electricity, water on tap, and a flushing toilet. Our place is 
much closer to their church, and they will have access to an area on our property on which they can grow crops. We are 
very excited about this and can’t wait until they move in around October!

Our home at Namiwawa, Blantyre

Pete giving one of his talks
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We had the privi

TBH (To Be Honest...)

Lately we’ve been feeling a bit discouraged being 
missionaries with Chinese faces. The Chinese mostly 
come to Malawi for business and do not integrate well 
with locals. In some areas, Chinese business owners are 
targeted for assaults. When we walk down the street, we 
get a lot of “China! China! Ni hao!!” often followed by the 
familiar nasal sound they make as they mock one speak-
ing Chinese. Unlike the welcoming smiles that often 
greet ‘whites’, we are often greeted with frowns and 
suspicious looks. At times, this can lead us to feeling 
resentful, negative, and reluctant to engage with locals. 
However, we thank God for the few Malawian friends we 
have made who know and love us for who we are.
Please pray for us that we will not be disheartened, and 
that the locals will see through our exterior, and that we 
will persevere in building friendships even when it is 
difficult and slow.

Teaghan had a go at 
carrying water on 
her head at our 
recent visit to the 
village

Learning about the    
    armour of God at the   
         kids’ program at   
         this year’s SIM    
         Malawi Spiritual 
           Life Conference

Playing in the mud in our garden

In season
We have been feasting 
on delicious strawber-
ries which we buy from 
local street vendors. 
Each tray is about $5-6 
and holds the equiva-
lent of 7-8 punnets!

PRAISE and PRAYER
Praise God for a good time away at the SIM Malawi Spiritual 
Life Conference.
Praise God that our kids, especially Teaghan, are so keen to 
learn about the Malawi culture.
Praise God for a good Southern Region Youth Camp.
Praise God for Malawian friends who see past our exterior.

Please pray for safe travels for Pete in September as he visits 
the different area councils to discuss youth ministry.
Please pray for Jo in the coming months as she does not 
cope very well with Pete going away and gets quite anxious.
Please pray for the Onglets as they begin school in Septem-
ber, especially Caya as it will be her first time.
Please pray for healing, forgiveness, and reconciliation after a 
recent situation of conflict.

Pastor's Ordination 
We recently had the privilege of attending the ordination of 
Pastor Tsirizani, who is the youth coordinator in the 
Mwadzama area. The ordination service was 4 hours long, 
which included lots of praying, singing, and presentation of 
gifts to the new pastor and his family. This was followed by 
lunch of nsima, pork, goat, and veggies. 

Pastor Tsirizani with pastors 
and missionaries from the 
surrounding areas


