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The Miracle of Christmas

“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through
him to reconcile to himself all things... by making peace through his blood
shed on the cross” – Colossians 1:19-20 (NIV)
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This Christmas time, may we ponder anew on the miracle of the
Incarnation – God became man! We do not just celebrate the birth of
an ordinary baby (though it was in ordinary circumstances) but the
birth of an extraordinary baby! This baby Jesus - the fullness of God
dwelling in humanity - would one day grow up bringing peace and
reconciliation between God and humanity by his death on the Cross.
May you experience peace this Christmas time as you put your trust
in the Prince of Peace who has made peace between you and God.

Youth Album Launch

On 7th Dec, the youth at our church at AEC Bangwe celebrated the release of
the ‘Nyimbo za Paulendo’ album to which they had worked hard to contribute six
songs. For the special occasion, the youth decorated the church with colourful
balloons. The youth also took this opportunity to debut their shiny new purple
‘choir uniform’ in which they take much pride. The ‘launch party’ began after
church around noon with the sale of mandasi (African doughnuts), samosas, and
drinks (all profits going towards the Bangwe youth ministries) and went on well
into the afternoon with much dancing and singing. All profits from the sale of the
album goes towards AEC youth ministries. The digital version of the CD (in MP3
format) can be purchased online at:
http://aecyouth.bandcamp.com/album/nyimbo-za-paulendo-songsfor-the-journey
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Family holiday
Onglets back to school
Jo’s birthday
Sewing resumes
English KBC resume
Youth Leaders Prayer and
Planning
Chichewa KBC resumes
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*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

Children’s Ministry

Feeding of the 500

“Oh my... I’ve never seen that many kids here before and more kids are coming through the gate!
I think we are going to run out of food...PRAY, GUYS, PRAY!”
Last week, we hosted two Christmas parties for our two Kids Bible Clubs with more than 90 kids coming to the
Wednesday English KBC for St Charles Private School, and at least 420 kids at the Friday KBC. The kids were
treated to a film on the birth of Jesus, a Christmas talk, party food, and a small gift to take home.
We had a record number of kids arrive for KBC last Friday and came very close to running out of food and gifts. As
Pete, Dickson, and our friend Frank were outside organising the kids into groups to receive their food and gift.
Shelby, Hanna (another short term associate), and Jo were busy filling plates with snacks and lollies in the garage,
while our house helper Chrissy was manning the gift tables where each kid was to receive a plastic cup filled with a
bar of soap, a lollipop, and a biscuit.
It was a close call as we ran out of paper plates and watched as the gift cups dwindled to the last few. We prayed
and prayed that no kid would go home disappointed. It was a moment of rejoicing amongst the leaders as we
handed out our very last gift to the last kid! God is good !

We ran a special Kids Bible Club at the nearby local school and presented the story of the birth of Jesus the week before the Christmas party

400+ kids eagerly lining up to enter our garage to receive their plate of party food and small gift

Boys Film Night

KIDS BIBLE CLUB Christmas 2014

Every year during the dry season, our carpenters the
Mafungas travel from their village to Blantyre to live
on our property while they take carpentry orders from
their Blantyre customers. We have known them since
our arrival in Malawi and have built a good relationship with them. During their last stay with us, Pete
spent time meeting with them one night a week to
watch a series of short Jesus films (contextualised for
Africa) with them followed by discussions over tea
and coffee. It was good to hear where the Mafungas
are in their faith. Please pray that they may continue
to grow in their understanding of God and what it
means to have Jesus as Lord of their lives.

Teacher Training

In November, Jo along with Gerald (a Malawian who works for Hope for
Aids, a SIM initiative) and another missionary Shelby went to the village
Muona to run a three day training for four volunteer community preschool
teachers who has had little training and teaching resources. Hope for Aids
preschools seek to reach out to vulnerable families in the area. At the
training, the teachers were taught how to teach Christianly and creatively.
They also spent time learning how to make their own teaching resources
which included story books, teaching tools, and visual aids. It was the first
time Jo had run the training in Chichewa, though Gerald was available as
a back up. While it ran very well, there is still lots of room for improvement!
Please pray for these preschool teachers that they may teach well and
teach Christ, so that the children and their families may come to a solid
understanding of God.
SUPPORT UPDATE: Have you moved recently or got a new phone number or email? Please let the SIM office (and us) know your
updated contact information – email: donor.relations@sim.org.au. If you are regularly supporting us by credit card and have changed your credit
card, please call SIM on (02) 9580 1422 so they can update your details. Please do not email your credit card details as this is unsafe.
We are so thankful for your support this past year and pray that you will continue to support us in the ministry that God has given for us to do here.
We are looking for more people to partner with us through pledges as some of our supporters have been unable to continue. If you would like to do
this please contact SIM Australia.

The Onglets and other animals..

by Teaghan

We have lots of pets. We have 8 bunnies, 2 goats, 1 hedgehog, 2 dogs, 1 pig,
3 white chickens and 5 brown ones. Our goats/ names are Toffee and Coffee,
Mummy brought Toffee back as a surprise for us when she did a teacher
training in the village, and Daddy got Coffee when he came back from a youth
camp. We have 2 indoor bunnies named Snowflake and Choc Chip and 6
outside ones called Pepper, Sooty, Honey, Grimlock, Cotton Ball and Bunny.
We also have 9 guinea pigs, their names are Lightning McQueen, Milo, Chocolate, Chubby Cheeks, Patches, Coff, and Ar-C. On Wednesday, Coff had two
babies, which we’ve named Cookies and Cream, they are super cute!! I am in
our school’s YFC (Young Farmers Club) so I’m the only one in the family who’s
allowed to touch the baby guinea pigs because I learnt that at school. Our
hedgehog’s name is Rose Bush, she likes to eat egg yolks and flying termites.
One dog’s name is Piper and the other one’s name is Matilda. Having pets is
so much fun! I love pets!

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Phil 4:6 NLT

Praise God that he became one of us so that we
can have life through Him!
Give thanks for the youth album launch and the
amazing talents of the youth.
Praise God for the various KBC Christmas events
and for providing just enough for all the kids.
Give thanks that the teacher training in Muona
went well.

Pray that much needed funds will be raised for
youth ministries from the sale of the CD’s.
Pray a restful family break over Christmas.
Pray for the leaders of KBC as we prepare the
program for 2015.
Pray for us as we prepare to train up new leaders and hand over ministries before we go on
home assignment in July.
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