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Trust
It’s so easy to say “just trust God” when things are uncertain, but what does it mean
to truly trust God? So often we can use ‘trust God’ to mean asking God for his
rubber stamp on our plans - “I’ll trust him to fulfil what I want to see happen.” But
what God really desires is our total surrender to him, and peacefully resting in the
knowledge that he is faithful and that he is with us no matter what happens.
Trusting is knowing that HIS plans are higher than our plans.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

Proverbs 3:4-6

Orientation
We attended the SIM orientation conference (SIMCO)

27th March-4th April. It was an encouraging time of learning and meeting others
who are also preparing to serve all around the world. We thank God for the new friends
we’ve made and look forward to journeying together with them as we all head out ‘on the
field’. While it really stretched us as a family living in a tiny room for the eight days and
juggling the needs of three young kids, we returned feeling even more excited about going
to Malawi. We also came away with an increased sense of the reality of how challenging it is
going to be, but are thankful that God is faithful and will sustain us in the process. Please
pray that we’ll continue to process all that we learnt at SIMCO.

A taste of Malawi

Long serving president of Malawi
Bingu wa Mutharika died of a
sudden heart attack on 5th April. A
new president Joyce Banda
(formerly vice president) was
promptly sworn in on 7th April.
Joyce Banda is the first female
president of Malawi and member
of a Presbyterian church.

What’s on in April

27thMarch – 4th April SIM
Orientation Conference (SIMCO)

6th-9th Pete speaking at Central
Baptist Youth Getaway

14th Jo’s last wedding cake

21st Central Baptist Life 430 group

22nd Children’s talks at Chinese
Presbyterian Church

29th Central Baptist (Mission
sharing, Pete preaching, Jo doing
children’s talks/Sunday School
program)

Cookies & cake
evangelism
Jo taught and spoke at an Easter cookie workshop
organised by one of our supporting churches
Evangelical Free Church Lindfield. Praise God for
the 40+ ladies who came along to learn how to
make Easter cookies and hear about Jesus.
March also saw Jo enter for the last time into the
Sydney Royal Easter Show cake decorating
competition (her third year entering). She created a
‘Jesus Story’ cake which received a 3rd prize ribbon.
The cake told the story of Christ from birth to
ascension. Please pray for all those who came
along to the cookie event and thousands who will
see the Jesus Story cake at the Easer Show that
they would be challenged to think more about
Jesus.

God-willing,
12 weeks to go!
With only 12 weeks to go to our planned
departure date, we discovered that Teaghan and
Lucas’ school in Malawi has raised their fees,
which means we have had to raise our support
budget. This has been somewhat disheartening
as it means longer time spent raising support
which means we may not be able to leave on the
planned date. However, we thank God that he is
our ultimate provider and trust that he will provide
all that we need in His timing. Our hope is to
arrive in Malawi in time for the SIM Malawi
Spiritual Life Conference at the end of July, and
settle into our new house before the kids start
school on 6th September. God may have other
plans! Please pray that God will give us patience
and endurance as we continue raising support..
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NEXT 6 MONTHS
April
Deputations

May
Deputations
Start packing

June
Finish college
Deputations
Pack up house
Farewell BBQ
Commissioning

July
Arrive in Malawi
SIM Malawi
Conference

August
Set up home in
Malawi

September
Kids start at
St. Andrews.

*’Pledged support’ are ongoing financial
contributions (eg. $30 monthly) that keep us
on the field. ‘First passage’ (one-off gifts) is
what we need to set up home in Malawi in
our first term (flights, car, furniture, etc).

Teaghan loves learning to
read and write and is always
making books and writing letters
to the whole family. Teaghan
really enjoyed the mini-SIMCO for
kids and was happy that she too
got to “go to class”. Please pray
for Teaghan as she processes all
the changes that will take place
in these coming 12 weeks before
departure.

Lucas enjoyed being in the
spotlight in March when he
celebrated his 3rd birthday
followed by starting preschool.
He shared a Wiggles cake
with the kids from Morling and
cars cupcakes with friends
from preschool. Lucas has
settled very well into
preschool and loves all that it
has to offer. Please pray that
Lucas will learn to
communicate his needs at
preschool without pinching or
poking other kids.

Micaiah (Caya) is
learning to talk and has been
delighting us with her first
words. Besides calling us
“Mama” and “Dada”, she also
loves to wave and say “ny ny
(night night)”, “ba ba (bye bye)”
and “ayo (hello)”. Please pray
for Caya as she celebrates her
1st birthday in May that she
may continue to be happy and
healthy.

For more on the adventures of the Onglets: www.onglets.webs.com
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Getting warmer...
THANK YOU to everyone who has generously pledged to support us
financially. We are so touched by the many people who God has called to
be part of our support team, We’re currently only a few ‘pledges’ away from
the 80% required for us to be able to book our plane tickets. With a mere
three months until our anticipated departure date of 10th July , we’re eager to
confirm our seats on the plane soon! If God has moved you to support us,
we would love it if you could return your Response Slip to SIM ASAP.
Pledges are not counted until they are ‘official’ in the SIM records. You can fill
out the Response Slip online by clicking on the ‘Support Us’ tab at our
website www.ongsinmalawi.com

We’ll be sending a number of boxes by airfreight. (called
‘unaccompanied baggage’). We will not be sending our furniture
but plan on taking some treasured items (eg. Jo’s mixer, Pete’s
coffee machine, kids’ special toys) and some essentials for daily
living. While we can get most necessities there being based in the
city, things are sometimes scarce and when found can be very
expensive due to large import taxes. This will not be financially
sustainable for us in the long term, so where possible we will stock
up on some basics when we return to Australia on home
assignment every 3 years.

Contact us: support@ongsinmalawi.com Follow our blog: www.ongsinmalawi.com

FAQ: Will you be shipping things over?

Youth of Malawi (like the youth of the world) have a real ‘longing for
belonging.’  Their identity is deeply tied to family and the community in which they live. However,
due to the effects of AIDS/HIV and globalisation in Africa, much of the family and community
structure have been severely eroded away leaving a young population seeking their own
identity and meaning in life. In Malawi, over 66% of the population are under 25 years old and
44% under 15 years old. This highlights the need for effective youth and children’s ministry in the
church. Pray for the African Evangelical Church that they will seek to be relevant communities of
faith in which the youth feel a sense of belonging, discover their identity in Christ, and live out
their new-found identity in a meaningful
way.

Praise & Prayer
 Praise God for SIMCO.
 Praise God for the EFC Cookie event.
 Praise God that he is our ultimate provider.
 Praise God for supporters!
o Pray that we will continue to process things learned at SIMCO.
o Pray for all who will see Jo’s Jesus Story cake at the Easter Show

and on the internet.
o Pray that we’ll reach 80% in our support soon so we can book our

tickets, 90% so we can pay for them
o Pray for us as we start packing along with all the emotions that

involves.
o Pray for Teaghan as she processes the upcoming changes.
o Pray for Lucas that he would learn to express his needs at

preschool.
o Pray that Caya continues to be happy and healthy.

Birthday Boys
We enjoyed celebrating
Pete and Lucas’ birthdays
(23.03 and 25.03) with our
families last month. This
could well have been the
last Aussie birthday the
boys will have for a while!
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